Planning a Three Part Math Lesson: e-workshop1
Take time to visit the Ontario Ministry of Education’s e-workshop website (it is listed in the PJ
Math Favorites). Regardless on the grade level or topic, this site provides the necessary
support in both the content you will teach and the pedagogy (how to teach).
To encourage you to use this resource to support your math lesson planning, I’ve included a
few sample screen shots from the e-workshop Measurement Model (Grades 4 – 6).
The website provides specific examples, including video clips (not closed captioned) to help
you plan a math lesson. As you click on each tab (left side of the screen), you will be provided
with specific details to guide your planning. For example, in the TELL ME Tab, if you would
like to know more Differentiated Instruction or Assessment Tasks, then click on the related link.
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http://www.eworkshop.on.ca/

As you design Three Part Lessons (Getting Started – Working on it – Reflecting and
Connecting) go to the TELL ME Tab of the website. It is a wonderful resource.

As you click on each Lesson Phase, you are provided with the details of the activities/actions
to include within that phase of the lesson. The screen shot below illustrates the “Getting
Started” phase (a.k.a. “The Hook”).

The SHOW ME Tab provides the details of a Three Part Lesson (in this case two sample
lessons) in action. Video clips of the lesson are included as well as PDF documents of the
lesson plan and any other handouts (or “BLMs” = Blackline Masters). The SHOW ME section
provides a glimpse of each of the Phases in of a Problem Solving or Three Part Lesson.

As you move into the actual planning stage of your lesson, go to the LET ME TRY Tab. The
information provided in this section of the website will direct you to the specific resources that
will help you plan your lesson.

Finally, click on the Designing Lessons link (left side of the screen) within the LET ME TRY
section. This page provides a summary of the activities students should be doing during a
problem solving math lesson (e.g., using manipulatives, drawing models, talking, writing, and
sharing ideas). It also provides links to specific Ministry developed resources for you to use
with your students. For example, the screen shot below shows a link to a variety of
Measurement Activities for Grade 4 (ready to use in PDF format), as well as a photo of the
Guide to Effective Instruction: Measurement (Gr. 4-6). All of the Guides to Effective Instruction
are available on the Math Blog under the Ministry of Education Tab.

In my opinion, e-workshop is the best Ontario developed resource for supporting elementary
teachers in the planning and implementation of math and language lessons. It is a
comprehensive resource, so please find the time to visit it often!

